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MAKING A DIFFERENCE... ONE WAG AT A TIME





PURPOSE

The purpose of this “Before I Go” (BIG) form is to further commit that our therapy dog teams are acting under the guidelines of the WMTD organization for both safety and insurance liability, and to maintain our reputation in West Michigan as a dependable and professional organization. It will be used by members to self-review that rules and regulations of WMTD (and the visiting organization) are being followed during therapy dog visitations.  

PROGRAM DRESS CODES

Members are expected to follow the established dress code of any program registered with WMTD, whether the guidelines are stricter or more relaxed than the minimum standards established by WMTD.  Members are still cautioned to use their best judgment when a program dress code does not address the health or safety of the handler or their dog.

SLACKS:  □ N/A

□ Volunteer wearing full-length slacks




(Volunteer should not be wearing stretch pants, sweat pants, athletic wear, shorts, bib overalls, leggings, spandex or form-fitting pants. Jeans are allowed at certain locations. They should be clean and in good repair.)

SKIRTS:   □ N/A

□ Volunteer wearing skirt/dress 






(Volunteer should not be wearing mini-skirt, skorts, sun dress, spaghetti strap dress, or spandex).

SHIRTS:

□ Volunteer wearing polo shirt, turtleneck, sweater, dress shirt/blouse, nice logo T-Shirt 


(Volunteer should not be wearing tank top, form/tight fitting top, low cut collar, halter-top, or anything that leaves the shoulders bare or exposes any portion of the back, chest and stomach).

SHOES:
□ Volunteer wearing closed-toe shoes, either loafers, boots, flats, dress/casual or athletic shoes (clean and in good repair)


(Volunteer should not be wearing flip-flops, thongs, sandals or slippers. Also be aware some heels can make noise on certain floors. Try to avoid wearing those type of heels in designated quiet areas).
JEWELRY:  

 □ Volunteer is not wearing safety hazard jewelry including hoop/dangle earrings, bracelets, and necklaces

 COSTUMES:  □ N/A

□ Volunteer wearing approved costume for holiday themed event 

(Volunteer should not be wearing a costume with safety hazards, altering appearance makeup, or costume not approved by the facility). 

UNIFORMS:  □ N/A

□ Volunteer wearing approved uniform for facility and it is clean, neatly pressed and in good repair

□ Volunteer wearing approved WMTD logo apparel

(Volunteer should not be wearing an unapproved uniform, restrictive movement uniform, or items considered dirty, wrinkled or needing repair). 

HYGIENE:

□ Volunteer appears neat, clean and well, without heavily scented body lotion or fragrance

(Volunteer should not be wearing perfume/cologne or heavily scented body lotion or fragrance due to allergies).

BADGING AND VESTS:

□ Volunteer wearing WMTD Badge (not expired)
               □ Dog wearing WMTD Vest, or WMTD Logo Kerchief 

□ Badge worn above waistline


               □ Vest or kerchief is clean and not worn out 

□ Optional lanyard is breakaway style
                               
LEASH & COLLAR TYPES:

□ Volunteer is using a leash that is 6 ft. or less in length (Dogs to remain on leash at all times. Volunteer should not be using a retractable push-button leash – These are deemed unsafe). 

□ Dog is wearing a slip, martingale or buckle collar made of fabric or nylon

□ No pronged choke chain is being used
□ If badge (or site) requires use of a harness or head halter, it is in place

WMTD carries liability insurance to cover for damages or injuries caused by yourself or your dog in volunteer situations. This blanket liability policy can be declined and pulled if our organization does not follow the safety standards set in the organization guidelines. This BIG Form will help us continue to obtain insurance coverage. We appreciate that you follow the guidelines.  Thank you!
“Before I Go” (BIG) Form











Page 2 of 2

